Otago Yachting Association Sailor of the Year 2008/2009

Nomination For

Christopher Conroy 

Wanaka Yacht and Power Boat Club
Chris Conroy has served the Wanaka Yacht and Power Boat Club as Commodore for 5 years and is standing down at the end of this year after a period of considerable change in the activities and fortunes of the club, much of which owes much to his vision and passion. The club has moved from being one normally associated with Thursday night local racing to one associated with sailing across many disciplines with a strong emphasis on youth and training; this has been done without any loss of the feeling of being “local” and “for the members”. From his early days as Commodore Chris saw that the future of the club depended on attracting new members and securing the tenure of the club in its present location; he has succeeded on both counts.

Training has become a focus of the club, initially on weekday evenings for adults, but now Levels 1 to 3 training on weekday evenings in 420s and for juniors in Optimists on Saturdays.    In spite of the small local community there is a thriving training scene with nearly 40 new trainees in 2009, many of whom have continued to sail. The result has not only been increased membership but also increased private ownership of Optimists and 420s to the extent that there are sufficient to cater for local needs as trainees become older and better and to compete in club racing and lower South Island Regattas.
The training could not have occurred unless the club had suitable boats and safety equipment. Over the years Chris has successfully applied for funding so that the club now owns a fleet of 420s and optimists as well as a medium sized RIB. The RIB has also enabled the Club to support other community activities such as Challenge Wanaka Triathlon and the harbourmaster when asked. 

Youth training has developed under Chris’s tutelage and passion so that there is regular race training and team race-training. This has enabled the local College to enter the Secondary Schools’ Team Racing for the last 4 years. Chris has ensured that the team members have every opportunity through him personally qualifying as an on-water umpire and club coach, to arranging national trainers to run training sessions in the lower south island; this year at Aviemore where teams from Wanaka, Timaru and Canterbury took part.

The major advances in training and youth sailing have not been at the expense of other club activities. The Clubhouse and facilities have been well maintained and improved. More importantly Chris’s efforts to enhance the relationships with the District Council, Community Boards and harbourmaster will ensure security of tenure for the club. Club racing has benefited from his research and introduction of an improved and user friendly race management system. The club is now well equipped to host a number of events including the annual sail-ski regatta and this year, the “A” Class Nationals.  The sail-ski regatta was Chris’s brainchild and combines both sailing and downhill skiing into a unique regatta supported by competitors from throughout New Zealand.
The success of the WYPBC over the last 5 years owes much to Chris Conroy. It comes at a personal cost as hardly a day goes by that Chris is not at the clubhouse or spending time on behalf of sailing. The club and many individuals have benefited from his commitment, self sacrifice and passion for sailing. The award of Otago Yachting Association Sailor of the Year for 2008/2009 would allow recognition of the service Chris Conroy has given to sailing in Otago.  
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