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Policy document – Mar 2010

Otago Yachtsperson of the Year – Otago Yachting Administrator of the Year

Introduction

The Otago Yachtsperson of the Year has been awarded annually for approximately 20 years. The award was initially administered by the Otago Cruising Club. Administration of the award was transferred to the Otago Yacht Club by the late Steve Carey, who was also responsible for the making of the trophy.

Current use of the award

The award continues to be administered by the Otago Yacht Club and is presented annually. Recipients have included both sailors and administrators. 
Nominations are called for in April each year and a panel is appointed to consider these applications. In recent years the panel has had an independent chairperson who has, where possible, a national sporting profile. In addition the OYC rear commodore and representatives of up to two other metropolitan clubs have been included. In both of the last two years the chairperson commented on the difficulty of comparing administrators with sportspeople and recommended that a seperate administration award be established. 

There are no clear guidelines as to the administration of this award. There is a short paragraph in the annual Otago event programme that mentions “outstanding sportsmanship, or rescues of other persons or outstanding services to yachting either at a Club, Regional, National or International level by any person…” The origin of this paragraph has not been established.
October 2009
In response to the recommendation of the chair of the 2009 Otago Yachtsperson of the Year committee the OYC committee decide to create a new award – “The Otago Yachting Administrator of the Year” – and duly informed the Otago Yachting Association of this development. In addition, it was decided by the OYC to create this policy document to provide guidance for future committees charge with managing this award.

A trophy is currently being prepared for “Otago Yachting Administrator of the Year”.

Eligibility – Otago Yachts Person of the Year

· The recipient’s usual place of residence will be in Otago.
· The award will be for outstanding results in competitive sailing events or a significant cruising voyage.
· Only events/results that have occurred in the previous 12 months will be considered.
· The award may be made to an individual or the complete crew of a vessel.
Eligibility – Otago Yachting Administrator of the Year

· The recipient’s usual place of residence will be in Otago.
· The award will be for all sailing related activity that does not fit the criteria of the Otago Yachtsperson of the Year.
· Administrators, Coaches, Supporters, Parents, Committee Members, Judges, Race Officials or any other contributor to yachting will be considered.
· Administrative events that may have occurred over several years will be considered.
· The award may be made to an individual or group of people.
Awarding committee
· The convenor of the committee will be the Rear Commodore of the OYC or any other flag officer of the OYC. 

· The committee will be chaired by a senior member of any other sporting code.
· The convenor will usually appoint one other member from the OYC and another from any other Otago yacht club.

· The convenor will attempt to avoid appointing member from the club of a nominee.
General information
· For both awards; if, in the opinion of the awarding committee, there are not suitable recipients no award will be made.
· Nominations will be received by the secretary of the OYC.

· The awards will not be made to the same person or group two years in a row.

· Nominations are confidential to the OYC secretary and committee convenor.

· The awards, when made, will take place at the OYC annual prize giving.

· Nominations will be accepted before the 30th April each year but may be extended at the discretion of the committee convenor.

· Nominations may be made by any person or club associated with yachting in Otago.

· Nominations will be in writing and may be supported by a presentation to the awarding committee.

· The name plaque on each trophy will be returned to the recipient at end of each year.
Review

This policy will be reviewed before the end of 2010 but after the current award round. Input will be sought from all Otago clubs via the OYA.
